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It gave such prominence and energy to individual
aims and interests that the party was rent to pieces
by them.
In communicating theX. Y. Z. dispatches to Con-
gress, Adams declared: "I will never send another
Minister to France without assurance that he will be
received, respected, and honored, as the representa-
tive of a great, free, powerful, and independent
nation." But on receiving an authentic though
roundabout intimation that a new mission would
have a friendly reception, he concluded to dispense
with direct assurances, and, without consulting his
Cabinet, sent a message to the Senate on February
18, 1799, nominating Murray, then American
Minister to Holland, to be Minister to France.
This unexpected action stunned the Federalists
and delighted the Republicans as it endorsed the
position they had always taken that war talk was
folly and that France was ready to be friendly if
America would treat her fairly. "Had the foulest
heart and the ablest head in the world/' wrote
Senator Sedgwick to Hamilton, "been permitted
to select the most embarrassing and ruinous meas-
ure, perhaps it would have been precisely the one
which has been adopted." Hamilton advised that
"the measure must go into effect with the addi-